***PRESS RELEASE***
WAGNER VISITS ALTOONA TO DISCUSS JOBS, HOPE, AND REFORM
ALTOONA (Apr. 15, 2010) – Continuing to travel to all 67 counties, Auditor General Jack Wagner, Democratic candidate for Governor, made a campaign stop in Altoona, Blair County.  Standing with Frank Rosenhoover, Chair of the Blair County Democratic Committee, Wagner discussed three important components of his gubernatorial platform: creating high quality jobs through smart investments in infrastructure, a HOPE Scholarship program to help families afford the cost of higher education, and reforming state government by holding a constitutional convention.
Last week, Wagner released his reform proposal for infrastructure.  "With Pennsylvania continuing to experience job losses, state government must focus on putting our citizens back to work," Wagner said. "The Commonwealth's infrastructure has fallen behind; however, this provides a magnificent opportunity to employ Pennsylvanians in rebuilding the 'Keystone State.'  Smart public investment in infrastructure can create tens of thousands of jobs.  We must make sure we pick the right projects and use the available resources wisely."

Wagner also promoted his HOPE Scholarship program to make higher education affordable for Pennsylvania students who attend Pennsylvania colleges and universities. "Higher education must remain at the forefront of issues due to its profound importance to students, families, and the state economy," said Wagner. 


"HOPE" is an acronym for Helping Our Pupils to Excel.  Under Wagner's program, students who graduate from high school with at least a 3.0 grade point average would have their tuition paid for at a state-owned university. Students choosing to attend a state-related institution, a private institution, a community college, or a vocational-technical school would receive a scholarship valued at the average cost of a state-owned university.  The program would be funded by excess profits from table games at Pennsylvania casinos.
In addition, Wagner talked about his proposal to reform state government and why systemic government transformation is needed.  As he has traveled throughout Pennsylvania listening to citizens, voters have expressed serious concerns about state government heading in the wrong direction.
"The train is off the tracks.  Voters know that government is politically paralyzed and not serving people well or efficiently," Wagner said.  "Structural reform is urgently needed.  It is essential to growing jobs and the state economy, while keeping taxes low.  Voters want competition, transparency, and accountability to improve government performance.  Pennsylvania needs to hold a constitutional convention to bring fundamental reforms to state government.

Wagner, twice elected with bipartisan support as the state’s independent fiscal watchdog, received record-breaking vote totals in his re-election in 2008.  As a gubernatorial candidate, he has earned endorsements and support across the state, including dozens of county Democratic committees and chairs, many unions and labor leaders representing many segments of Pennsylvania's workforce, the Pennsylvania Business Council, the Pennsylvania Restaurant Association.
Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former state senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 

More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.
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