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GOVERNOR 2010





***PRESS RELEASE***
WAGNER HIGHLIGHTS VISION FOR EDUCATION
Priorities include early childhood education and HOPE Scholarship Program
 

HARRISBURG (May 13, 2010) – As Governor, Auditor General Jack Wagner will continue to work to strengthen education in Pennsylvania from early childhood education through higher education.  
"Young people under 18 years old are 23 percent of our population, but they are 100 percent of our future," said Wagner.  "That’s why I believe so strongly that we must give all of our young people an opportunity to achieve their dreams through a high quality education system."
As both a public official and a parent, Wagner has always believed that every public school should have the resources needed to provide our children with the best possible education.  He has worked to improve the system of funding public education in the Commonwealth in a fiscally responsible way.  
As a State Senator, Wagner helped enact into law Governor Rendell’s education plan, which provided significant increases for basic and special education and funded reforms such as early childhood education, full-day kindergarten, tutoring, and smaller class sizes.  As Auditor General, his cyclical audits of school districts and other public school entities have determined whether state and local tax dollars are spent wisely and identified waste, fraud, or abuse of funds, resulting in more funds being available to be redirected to the classroom.  As Governor, Wagner will implement his audit recommendations and other ideas in order to identify significant savings that could be used to provide stable and sufficient funding for education at all levels.
Wagner is very concerned about the high school dropout rate, which is around 20 percent in Pennsylvania.  He believes that one of the best things that we can do for our young people is to make sure that they stay in school.  It also benefits our state as a whole.  Studies have shown that states with higher graduation rates have lower crime rates and lower expenditures for corrections, social services, and welfare programs.  Further investments in early childhood education are the best way to prepare children for school so they adapt to the school environment and stay in school.  This is especially important for children with language challenges in entering school.  Quality tutoring and afterschool programs will make a significant difference as well.  

As Governor, Wagner will continue his focus on school safety.  Children cannot learn, and teachers cannot teach, in an unsafe or disruptive environment.  Anti-bullying initiatives are an important component of school safety and society in general.

In addition, one of Wagner's top priorities as Governor is to create a HOPE (Helping Our Pupils to Excel) Scholarship program to make higher education affordable for Pennsylvania students who attend Pennsylvania colleges and universities.  Students who graduate from high school with at least a 3.0 grade point average would have their tuition paid for at a state-owned university. Students choosing to attend a state-related institution (Penn State, Pitt, Temple, and Lincoln universities), a private institution, a community college, or a vocational-technical school would receive a scholarship valued at the average cost of a state-owned university.  The program would be funded by excess profits from table games at Pennsylvania casinos.  Wagner introduced legislation to create the HOPE Scholarship program four different times as a State Senator.  He will make it happen as Governor.

"As the father of two children, I share the concerns of many families who struggle with the burden of how to provide their children with the educational opportunities that are necessary for a brighter future," Wagner said.  "Making higher education more affordable and accessible for all Pennsylvanians is vital to the economic future of our Commonwealth.  It is something that I have fought for throughout my career and it is one of my top priorities if I am fortunate to be elected Governor."
The rising cost of higher education is not a new issue for Wagner.  He introduced legislation to create the HOPE Scholarship program four different times as a State Senator.  As Auditor General, his first-ever special performance audit of the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) highlighted wasteful spending in the state's top agency for providing financial assistance to needy Pennsylvania students, which resulted in much-needed reforms.  Wagner also called for a sweeping overhaul of the PHEAA board by replacing half of the legislators on the board with financial and academic experts and a full-time post-secondary student.  Adding a full-time student on the board would provide board members with a real-life perspective on the challenges faced due to the increased cost of higher education.

As Governor, in addition to education, Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, reforming state government, investing in smart infrastructure projects that create jobs, and maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way.

Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former State Senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 
 

More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.
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