FORMER UNITED STATES CONGRESSMAN FRANK MASCARA BACKS JACK
WASHINGTON (Apr. 7, 2010) – The Honorable Frank Mascara, former United States Congressman (Pennsylvania, 20th District), has announced his endorsement of Auditor General Jack Wagner in the 2010 Governor's race.
In an endorsement statement issued by Mr. Mascara, he said:

"Jack and I are both military veterans, though from different generations, and we are both from working class backgrounds that have kept us rooted in our home neighborhoods for most of our lives.  Jack's word is his bond, and his message is constant.  Jack has been a reformer of government all his political life.  He first ran for public office to fix a local problem with his neighborhood's water supply, when public leaders and corporations failed to respond to the crisis.  He ran for office to hold them accountable.  When he was later elected to the state senate, he proposed reducing the size of the state legislature long before it became a popular cause.  And finally, as Pennsylvania's Auditor General, Jack has made powerful enemies fighting waste, fraud, and abuse in government spending.  Jack knows that we must be absolutely certain that we get full and honest value for every dollar that we raise and spend, especially in these hard times.  Public leaders must be accountable, and I believe that no one has ever done a better job as watchdog of our taxpayers’ money than Auditor General Jack Wagner has for the people of Pennsylvania.  He is trusted.  He is proven. He is independent.  And I vouch for Jack Wagner as someone I know, and who remains a true friend today." 
"I am grateful and honored to have Congressman Mascara's endorsement.  He is a true statesman who served his constituents on a national level, and in a highly effective manner," Wagner said.  "We worked together when I served on Pittsburgh City Council to develop infrastructure, create jobs, and strengthen the economy in southwestern Pennsylvania.  He has been a great friend for many years, and I look forward to working with him if I am fortunate to be elected Governor."  
In addition to job creation, infrastructure, and economic growth, as Governor, Auditor General Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: providing a HOPE Scholarship Program to help families afford the cost of higher education, maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, reforming state government, and maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way.
Wagner, twice elected with bipartisan support as the state’s independent fiscal watchdog, received record-breaking vote totals in his re-election in 2008.  As a gubernatorial candidate, he has earned endorsements and support across the state, including dozens of county Democratic committees and chairs, the Pennsylvania Business Council, the Pennsylvania Restaurant Association, and Henry Nicholas, President of the National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees, AFSCME, AFL-CIO, and President of District 1199c of the national union.  In addition, Wagner has been recommended by the central labor councils covering Indiana, Beaver, Lawrence, Clarion, and Armstrong Counties. 
Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former state senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 
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