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***PRESS RELEASE***
GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE JACK WAGNER PRESSES FOR PENNSYLVANIA JOB RETENTION AND GROWTH
HARRISBURG (May 5, 2010) – Auditor General Jack Wagner, Democratic candidate for Governor, said Pennsylvania job retention and growth has continually been a cornerstone of his public service and will be a top priority in his administration as Governor.  

"All Pennsylvanians who want to work hard and pursue the American dream will have the opportunity to do so," Wagner said.  "My administration’s economic development programs will focus on small, locally-owned businesses that create jobs.  We cannot depend on large national or multinational businesses without any ties to our communities. We have to develop and nurture Pennsylvania businesses." 

As Auditor General, Wagner has focused on the state’s economic development programs and held the recipients of state assistance accountable for creating and retaining the jobs promised.  For example, the first-ever special performance audit of the Opportunity Grant Program exposed the state’s lax efforts in recovering grants for jobs that were promised by businesses but never created or retained.  The Department of Community and Economic Development agreed with most of Wagner’s findings and recommendations.  Wagner's independent department will follow-up to verify that those recommendations have been adopted. 
Wagner also called for reform in the state government’s procurement process in order to reduce costs for taxpayers and provide opportunities for businesses throughout the state.  A subsequent audit scrutinized public contracting that is "neither truly competitive nor cost-effective," according to Wagner.  A special performance audit of the state’s information technology contracts, found over a half-billion dollars in no-bid, emergency, and sole source contracts given to a single vendor – while that same vendor received $2.25 million in state economic development assistance to service those very same contracts.  Many of the insiders who profit from the current broken system are resistant to change, but reforming that system is one of Wagner’s top priorities as Governor.  

Wagner pledges to maximize the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way. "The new Marcellus Shale energy resources give the Commonwealth an unparalleled opportunity in the coming years to create tens of thousands of good paying, high-quality jobs to our communities and bring in much-needed revenues to state government," he said.  As Governor, Wagner will make sure that the industry understands that these resources belong to all Pennsylvanians, and that residents – not outsiders – intend to reap the benefits.

"We will not tolerate any harm to our precious environment.  I will insist that the costs of the increased government oversight necessary to permit and monitor drilling be borne by the industry itself," he said.

Wagner will continue to stand up for working men and women, as he has throughout his career.  After graduating from high school, he worked at Duquesne Light Company as a meter reader, draftsman, and payroll clerk, and was a member of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.  Wagner is proud to be an honorary member of the union today and to have received significant support from organized labor as a candidate and elected official.  As Auditor General, Wagner fought to protect the rights of the men and women of organized labor, uncovering violations of the prevailing wage, unemployment, and workers’ compensation laws, as well as violations of the fundamental right to form and join a union.  

Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former State Senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 

More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.
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