***PRESS RELEASE***
MON VALLEY POLICE ASSOCIATION BACKS JACK
CHARLEROI (Apr. 12, 2010) – The Mon Valley Police Association has announced its unanimous endorsement of Auditor General Jack Wagner for Governor in the 2010 Primary Election.  This support follows last week's endorsements from District Attorneys James Goodman (Schuylkill County), John Morganelli (Northampton County), and John Peck (Westmoreland County).
In an endorsement statement issued by the association, Lt. Detective Eric Porter, President, and Alan Benyak, Esq., Solicitor, said:
"Your unwavering support and commitment to law enforcement and great deference to the historic nature of our country's criminal justice system is commendable and speaks highly of your character and temperament to be Pennsylvania's next Governor."

"I am grateful for the support of the Mon Valley Police Association, and commend them for their hard work and dedication to improving public safety for all Pennsylvanians," Wagner said.  "I look forward to working with the association if I am fortunate to be elected Governor."  
As Governor, Auditor General Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: providing a HOPE Scholarship Program to help families afford the cost of higher education, maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, reforming state government, investing in smart infrastructure projects that create jobs, and maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way.
Wagner, twice elected with bipartisan support as the state’s independent fiscal watchdog, received record-breaking vote totals in his re-election in 2008.  As a gubernatorial candidate, he has earned endorsements and support across the state, including dozens of county Democratic committees and chairs, the Pennsylvania Business Council, the Pennsylvania Restaurant Association, and Henry Nicholas, President of the National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees, AFSCME, AFL-CIO, and President of District 1199c of the national union.  In addition, Wagner has been recommended by the central labor councils covering Indiana, Beaver, Lawrence, Clarion, and Armstrong Counties. 
Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former state senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 
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