***PRESS RELEASE***
PENNSYLVANIA RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION AND JACK WAGNER TEAM UP TO REGISTER VOTERS
PRA seeks to register 470,000 Pennsylvanians and encourages Democrats to vote for Jack Wagner in the Democratic gubernatorial primary election 
HARRISBURG (Apr. 1, 2010) - Auditor General Jack Wagner and the Pennsylvania Restaurant Association (PRA) have teamed up to encourage registration and voting in this year's Democratic gubernatorial primary election.
"The restaurant industry employs more than 470,000 Pennsylvanians," said Pat Conway, President/CEO of the PRA.  "We believe this is a great opportunity to make a real impact on the outcome of this important election."
In a letter to members across the Commonwealth, PRA Chairman Garth Weldon and Conway wrote:

"Many of your employees are not registered to vote, and may not be aware of the important issues facing our industry, your business, and their jobs.  We are asking you to speak to your employees about the importance of registering to vote and getting to the polls on Tuesday, May 18th to cast a vote for the PRA-endorsed candidate in either the Republican or Democratic Primary Election."
"I am pleased to join this effort to encourage civic participation and commend the PRA for being proactive in this year's primary election," said Wagner.
In February, the PRA endorsed Wagner, saying he "has a well established record in public service and what it takes to navigate our state through the difficult waters ahead."  The endorsement was based on Jack’s positions on public policy issues, his involvement with, interest in, and knowledge of the restaurant industry’s legislative priorities, and an assessment of his ability to win the Democratic primary election for Governor. 
"The Pennsylvania Restaurant Association represents the real job creators and small businesses in the Commonwealth," Wagner said.  "State government must do all that it can to create a positive economic environment for the growth of this industry and its employees.  They are facing tough challenges due to additional regulation and taxes.  We must work with this industry rather than creating impediments to their success."

The PRA represents more than 7,000 Pennsylvania restaurants and foodservice establishments.  Pennsylvania’s restaurant industry plays an integral role in the state’s economy, employing more than 470,000 people and generating $16.2 billion in annual sales.  

As Governor, Auditor General Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: providing a HOPE Scholarship Program to help families afford the cost of higher education, maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, reforming state government, maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way, and creating high quality jobs to grow our economy.
More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.  
