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GOVERNOR 2010





***PRESS RELEASE***
PITTSBURGH FIRE FIGHTERS BACK JACK
PITTSBURGH (Apr. 27, 2010) – The Pittsburgh Fire Fighters I.A.F.F. Local No. 1 has announced its endorsement of Auditor General Jack Wagner for Governor.  Organized in 1903, Local No. 1 has the distinction of being the first firefighter union in the country.
In an endorsement statement issued by Local No. 1, President Joseph E. King said:
"It is an honor to support someone like you who will support workers and their rights.  We support your vision for Pennsylvania and know that you are the right person to make it happen.  We know that electing someone with your background of hard work and integrity will lead this state to success."
"I am humbly grateful and privileged to have the support of Joseph King and the Pittsburgh Fire Fighters Local No. 1, and commend them for their hard work and dedication to improving public safety for all Pennsylvanians," Wagner said.  "These brave men and women put their lives on the line.  I look forward to working with them if I am fortunate to be elected Governor." 
As Auditor General, Wagner has worked with state and local law enforcement throughout the Commonwealth to investigate and prosecute the theft of public funds.  He also conducted a special performance audit of Megan’s Law, which resulted in a major enhancement of the law by the General Assembly and greater protection for women and children.

In addition, Wagner has distributed over $1 billion in state aid to police, firefighter, and nonuniformed municipal pension plans and volunteer firefighters’ relief associations throughout the Commonwealth.  He has also provided training sessions to the VFRAs on financial recordkeeping.  Wagner audits those pension plans and VFRAs to make sure that they are complying with state laws and are fiscally sound.

As Governor, Auditor General Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: providing a HOPE Scholarship Program to help families afford the cost of higher education, maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, reforming state government, investing in smart infrastructure projects that create jobs, and maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way.
Wagner, twice elected with bipartisan support as the state’s independent fiscal watchdog, received record-breaking vote totals in his re-election in 2008.  As a gubernatorial candidate, Wagner keeps earning endorsements nearly every day from elected officials, party leaders, county committees, labor groups, and organizations that want to bring fundamental reform and fiscal responsibility to state government.  A complete current list of endorsements can be found at www.jackwagner.org/testimonials.
Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former state senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, where he gained a first-hand understanding of public safety issues, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 
More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.
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