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***PRESS RELEASE***

Wagner brings reform message to Centre County
BOALSBURG (Apr. 24) – At the start of a busy day, which will also include visits to Clinton and Lycoming Counties, Auditor General Jack Wagner, Democratic candidate for Governor, spoke at the Center County Democratic Committee's spring brunch.  In addition to talking in the heart of Penn State country about his HOPE Scholarship Program to help families afford the cost of higher education, Wagner stressed the urgent need to reform state government.  

"The train is off the tracks.  Voters know that government is politically paralyzed and not serving people well or efficiently," Wagner said.  "Structural reform is urgently needed.  It is essential to growing jobs and the state economy, while keeping taxes low.  Voters want competition, transparency, and accountability to improve government performance." 
As he has traveled throughout Pennsylvania listening to citizens, voters have expressed serious concerns about state government heading in the wrong direction.  Less than one month ago, Wagner issued his proposal to reform state government.  The proposal highlights the following items:
· Hold a constitutional convention to empower citizens to bring fundamental reforms to state government
· Reduce the size of the General Assembly by 1/3
· Eliminate bonuses in state government
· Bring competition to every single contract in the state procurement process
· Ban local governments from attaching risky derivatives/"swaps" to their debt
· Ensure that taxpayers receive property tax relief promised by gaming

· Enact campaign finance reform and end pay to play
· Take the politics out of the redistricting process and promote nonpartisan, compact, and contiguous redistricting

In addition to the HOPE Scholarship program and reforming state government, as Governor, Auditor General Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, investing in smart infrastructure projects that create jobs, and maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way.

Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former state senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 

More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.

