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GOVERNOR 2010





***PRESS RELEASE***
WAGNER POSITIVE BLOATED BUDGET CAN BE REDUCED BY SENSIBLE SPENDING DIET
HARRISBURG (May 12, 2009) – Auditor General Jack Wagner said today that he has reduced his department's spending since he took office five years ago, and that he would cut the state budget if elected Governor.

 
"Just as hard-working Pennsylvania families have been forced to reduce their spending and live within their budget during these difficult economic times, the Governor and General Assembly must learn to do the same,'' Wagner said.  "As the state's independent fiscal watchdog, I have issued thousands of audits that have highlighted hundreds of millions of dollars of wasteful spending.  As Governor, I will use a scalpel and not a sledgehammer to cut spending, so that we can reduce waste, fraud, and abuse while protecting vital services that millions of Pennsylvanians rely on.''

 
Wagner noted that he reduced spending in his department by more than $1.5 million over the past five years, while spending under Gov. Rendell increased by nearly $4 billion over the same period.

 
"Governor Rendell has lost weight in recent months, and he looks great,'' Wagner said.  "What I want to do is put the state budget on a diet.''

 
Wagner, one of four candidates in the Democratic primary, said he understood why Governor Rendell chose to inject himself into the race with less than a week to go.

 
"Governor Rendell has a pony in the race, and that pony is stumbling down the stretch,'' Wagner said.  "Governor Rendell is worried about preserving his legacy, and he knows if I win, there will be change.''
To view the Wagner television ad that the Governor was responding to, visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnEyRaxnMIo
For hundreds of specific examples of how to reduce government spending, please review the ten audits and reports listed below:
1) DPW Medicaid Program http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/Department/Press/WagnerSaysImproperMedicaidPaysIssByWelfare.html
2) DCED Opportunity Grant Program http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/Reports/Performance/Special/OGPreport.pdf
3) DPW Special Allowance Program http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/reports/Performance/Special/speSPAL081909.pdf
4) Procurement of State Contracts http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/Reports/Performance/Special/speDGSDeloitteContracts102109.pdf
5) PHEAA http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/reports/performance/special/spepheaa081908.pdf
6) LIHEAP http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/reports/stateagencies/departmental/deppublicwelfare062707.pdf
7) Sale of the Pittsburgh State Office Building http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/Reports/Investigations/invPSOB082709.pdf
8) Port Authority of Allegheny County http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/Reports/Performance/Special/PortAuthAllegheny.pdf
9) Bethlehem Area School District – Government Use of Risky Swap Financing Deals http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/Reports/Investigations/invBASD111809.pdf
10) Employee Training Contracts http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/Reports/StateAgencies/Departmental/depPLCBMasterReport.pdf
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