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***PRESS RELEASE***

GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE JACK WAGNER LEADS EFFORTS TO ENSURE SCHOOL SAFETY
HARRISBURG (May 3, 2010) – Auditor General Jack Wagner, Democratic candidate for Governor, has made school safety a top priority in his administration and throughout his career.  He has used his professional background and experience as a safety engineer to develop and conduct audits to promote modern, safe, and healthy schools throughout the Commonwealth.

“Parents should never have to worry about whether their children’s learning environment is safe and free from violence,” said Wagner, a father of two children.  “As Governor, I will continue my focus on school safety.  Children cannot learn, and teachers cannot teach, in an unsafe or disruptive environment.”  

In 2007, the Department of the Auditor General sent a survey to all 722 public school entities in the Commonwealth.  A total of 491 school districts, intermediate units, vocational-technical schools, charter schools, and cyber charter schools responded to the survey, which represents an overall response rate of 68 percent.  The final survey results showed that most schools that responded had a comprehensive safe-schools plan.  However, their content varied greatly and many did not address key safety elements.  In many instances, the schools indicated that they wanted guidance.

As a result of the survey findings, Wagner added a school safety and security checklist that his auditors have incorporated into cyclical school audits.
The Department of the Auditor General also conducted a special performance audit of the Department of Education’s duties and responsibilities with regard to safe schools initiatives.  Wagner found that the Department of Education has adopted a hands-off, reactive approach to the task of addressing violence in Pennsylvania schools, impeding its ability to quickly identify dangerous schools and target limited state resources to assist schools that need the most help.  
In particular, the Department of Education was failing to enforce Act 26, which the General Assembly passed in 1995 to address violence in Pennsylvania schools.  The law requires the Department of Education to create an Office of Safe Schools and collect school violence statistics and issue the information each year in a School Safety Annual Report.  The law also requires the department to employ a Safe Schools Advocate to address issues of school violence in the Philadelphia School District. 
“I was shocked to find that the department has not complied with Act 26, which I voted for as a State Senator,” Wagner said.  “As Governor, I will ensure that the Department of Education fully complies with the law and makes school safety a priority.”
Wagner also believes that anti-bullying initiatives are an important component of school safety and society in general.

As Governor, Auditor General Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, reforming state government, creating opportunities for affordable higher education through the HOPE scholarship program, investing in smart infrastructure projects that create jobs, and maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way.
Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and President of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former State Senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 
More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.
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