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GOVERNOR 2010





***PRESS RELEASE***
ALLEGHENY COUNTY'S UAW LOCAL 544 RETIREES ENDORSE WAGNER
Say, "We know that he can lead Pennsylvania back on the right track." 

 

PITTSBURGH (Apr. 28, 2010) – The Retirees of United Auto Workers Local 544 in Allegheny County have announced their endorsement of Auditor General Jack Wagner in his candidacy for Governor.
“We have voted to endorse Jack Wagner for Governor by a 3 to 1 margin.  Two of the Democratic candidates for Governor are from Allegheny County, but only one has the depth of experience at all levels of government to start leading Pennsylvania in an efficient, lean, and new direction from day one," said Richard Melzner, President of UAW Local 544 and Vice President of the Retirees of UAW Local 544.  "Jack has been the major official in Harrisburg uncovering waste, fraud, and abuse in the handling our taxpayer dollars.  When the current Governor calls Jack Wagner a 'pain in the butt,' I think that a lot of Pennsylvanians, like us, consider that a badge of honor.  We are just one working-man’s Local from the Mon Valley, but we 'Back Jack' because we know that he can lead Pennsylvania back on the right track."
"It is a real honor and privilege to have the support of the Retirees of UAW Local 544 in Allegheny County," said Wagner.  "I look forward to working with them and hearing their ideas If I am fortunate to be elected Governor."
As Governor, Auditor General Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: providing a HOPE Scholarship Program to help families afford the cost of higher education, maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, reforming state government, investing in smart infrastructure projects that create jobs, and maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way.

Wagner, twice elected with bipartisan support as the state’s independent fiscal watchdog, received record-breaking vote totals in his re-election in 2008.  As a gubernatorial candidate, Wagner keeps earning endorsements nearly every day from elected officials, party leaders, county committees, labor groups, and organizations that want to bring fundamental reform and fiscal responsibility to state government.  A complete current list of endorsements can be found at www.jackwagner.org/testimonials.
Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former state senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 
More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.
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