***PRESS RELEASE***
WAGNER ANNOUNCES MAJOR UNION ENDORSEMENTS AT AFL-CIO CONVENTION
 

PITTSBURGH (Apr. 13, 2010) – Unions representing workers from across Pennsylvania and in many segments of the Commonwealth's workforce stood with Auditor General Jack Wagner in support of his candidacy for Governor today at a press conference held at the site of the AFL-CIO convention. 

Brothers and sisters of organized labor standing with and endorsing Wagner included:

· International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 29 (Jeff Davis, President)
· International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 201 (Eric Hoover, President)

· United Mine Workers District 3 (Ed Yankovich, President)

· American Federation of Government Employees 3rd District (Keith Hill, National Vice President; represented in Western PA by Ron Demichelli and in Southeastern PA by Jim Weyrauch)

· United Food and Commercial Workers Local 1776 (Wendell Young IV, President)
· District 1199c of the National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees, AFSCME, AFL-CIO (Henry Nicholas, President)
In addition, Wagner has been endorsed or recommended by:

· Transportation Workers Union (Willie Brown, President)

· Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen/Teamsters Rail Conference (Ken Kertesz, Chairman)

· Teamsters Local 30 (Ernie Gigliotti, Principal Officer)
· Amalgamated Transit Union, Pittsburgh (Pat McMahon, President)

· Boilermakers Local 154 (Ray Ventrone, President)

· Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council (Dennis Bloom, President)

· Indiana, Armstrong, and Clarion Counties Central Labor Council (Ken Cecconi, President)

Also joining Wagner at today's press conference: 

· Ed O'Brien, retired Steel Worker

· Eddie Nassan, Unite/Here Past President

· Members of Unite/Here

· Steel Workers from Southeastern PA

· AFSCME members from across PA

· SEIU members from across PA

"Jack Wagner has been a good friend of United Food and Commercial Workers Local 1776 since his days as a State Senator," said Wendell W. Young IV, President of the Local.  "He has supported our members who work for Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board stores throughout his entire career.  Jack showed his commitment to them by standing up to then-Governor Tom Ridge when he tried to privatize the stores and encouraging our members to stand with their union.  We won that fight in large part due to the solidarity of our members and the support of our friends.  No one stood taller in our defense than Jack Wagner.  As Auditor General, Jack continues to fight for working families by uncovering waste and inefficiencies, making sure that our members get the biggest bang for their taxpayer buck.  He never takes the easy way out or puts the blame on hard-working public employees.  Jack is about fixing problems, not looking for scapegoats."
"I am humbly grateful and honored to have the support of these unions who embody the true spiriting of working families in Pennsylvania," Wagner said.  "As Auditor General, I have fought to protect the rights of the men and women of organized labor, uncovering violations of the prevailing wage, unemployment, and workers’ compensation laws, as well as violations of the fundamental right to form and join a union.  I will continue to do so as Governor, while focusing on creating quality, family-sustaining jobs."
"I back Jack because he’s been a great friend to organized labor who shares our commitment to a better life for working families," said Henry Nicholas, President of District 1199c of the National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees, AFSCME, AFL-CIO.  "He’s also been a great friend to southeastern Pennsylvania for years, and he’ll be a Governor we can all count on."

"The choice was a no-brainer for our Council, with a 20-0 vote to recommend Jack Wagner for consideration of endorsement," said Kenneth "Cal" Cecconi, President of the Indiana, Armstrong, and Clarion Counties Central Labor Council.  "Jack is a good man who has worked well with us many times in the past."

"The Beaver-Lawrence Central Labor Council chose to back Jack because after our candidate interviews, we felt he was the best candidate to represent working families," said Dennis Bloom, President of the Council.  "He also has a plan to advance Pennsylvania into the future with a focus on improvements to our infrastructure.  He has always had a good working relationship with organized labor, himself being a card-carrying member of the IBEW."

Wagner has a strong history of union involvement.  After graduating from high school, he worked at Duquesne Light Company as a meter reader, draftsman, and payroll clerk, and was a member of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.  He remains an honorary member of the union today.
As Governor, Auditor General Wagner will create jobs for Pennsylvanians through smart investments in infrastructure and maximizing the Commonwealth's new Marcellus Shale energy resources in an environmentally responsible manner.  "With Pennsylvania continuing to experience job losses, state government must focus on putting our citizens back to work," Wagner said. "The Commonwealth's infrastructure has fallen behind; however, this provides a magnificent opportunity to employee Pennsylvanians in rebuilding the 'Keystone State.'  Smart public investment in infrastructure can create tens of thousands of jobs.  We must make sure we pick the right projects and use the available resources wisely." 
Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former state senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 
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