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***PRESS RELEASE***
WAGNER VOWS REFORMS TO HELP PENNSYLVANIA FAMILIES
Says, "A dollar wasted is a dollar that could have gone to help Pennsylvania families receive the help they need."
 

HARRISBURG (Apr. 30, 2010) – Auditor General Jack Wagner, Democratic candidate for Governor, stressing the urgent need to reform state government, said his recent audits of the Department of Public Welfare reveal a desperate need for greater transparency and accountability in that agency so that Pennsylvania families receive the help that they need, especially in these challenging economic times.  

"I have made my pledge to Pennsylvania voters to ensure their government serves them soundly and efficiently.  The Department of Public Welfare is falling short," Wagner said.  "I have sounded the alarm as Auditor General and will implement structural reform as Governor." Wagner vowed immediate steps to tighten administration and oversight of vitally important programs to the state’s most vulnerable residents so that they fulfill their mission.
Wagner found a Department of Public Welfare program that provides cash assistance to welfare recipients seeking employment was rife with mismanagement and poor oversight, creating an environment for potential fraud and abuse that could cost taxpayers tens of millions of dollars.

A separate audit found the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, through its county assistance offices (CAOs), failed to make proper Medicaid eligibility determinations on more than 1,600 Medicaid applicants between January 2005 and March 2008, resulting in $3.3 million in improper payments made on behalf of ineligible recipients.  Of the offices sampled in the audits, the error rates averaged 14 percent for Pennsylvania, and for the CAOs with the highest error rates, they averaged 21 percent for Philadelphia County and 42 percent for Allegheny County.
"This level of inefficiency is unacceptable to me and to taxpayers," said Wagner. "A dollar wasted is a dollar that could have gone to help Pennsylvania families receive the help they need.  For example, my audits have identified potential savings in the Medicaid program that can be easily achieved without reducing benefits for eligible recipients.  Public funds should be paying for health care for those who truly need it, not going to insurance companies as part of capitation payments that are made even if care is never provided." Wagner’s vast experience as a statewide elected official offers him a keen examination into all facets of state government.  Auditor General Jack Wagner is responsible for ensuring that all state money is spent legally and properly.
"With the Commonwealth facing record budgetary challenges, all of us in state government must do everything we can to stretch every dollar and eliminate the potential for waste, fraud, and abuse," Wagner said. "Department of Public Welfare management must provide greater leadership and be held accountable for its mishandling of taxpayer dollars, and must ensure that these vital funds are used appropriately and that the programs actually help those in need.  Under my administration, it will."
As Governor, Auditor General Wagner’s top priorities for Pennsylvania will include: providing a HOPE Scholarship Program to help families afford the cost of higher education, maintaining vital government services without raising taxes, reforming state government, investing in smart infrastructure projects that create jobs, and maximizing the state’s new Marcellus Shale energy resources to create jobs and reduce the cost of natural gas in an environmentally responsible way.

Wagner is a decorated Vietnam War combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, former member and president of the Pittsburgh City Council, and former state senator representing Allegheny County.  Between the time of his military service and his service as an elected public official, Wagner worked his way through college on the GI Bill and as a paramedic, followed by six years working as a Certified Safety Professional helping to ensure that businesses provide safe work environments for their employees. 
More information about Jack Wagner, his record of reform, and his campaign for Governor can be found at www.jackwagner.org.
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