"WOMEN FOR WAGNER" HIGHLIGHTS REFORM AGENDA
 


PITTSBURGH (Mar. 18, 2010) – Twenty-nine influential women from across Pennsylvania have joined forces in "Women for Wagner" to support Auditor General Jack Wagner's gubernatorial campaign.  These women recognize Jack as an advocate for structural reforms in government that would open opportunities to women who are often shut out by the status quo, as well as someone who will lead by example in hiring women and minorities in his administration.  The new group follows "Students for Wagner," which was launched in November.

"Jack Wagner has all of the qualities that are essential to being a great chief executive.  He knows state government inside and out, and he has spent his career fighting the political establishment.  He's been pushing for reform at every level," said Sandi Vulcano, Easton City Councilwoman.  "As Auditor General, he has identified hundreds of millions of dollars in waste and abuse, and he's made some enemies along the way.  The people in power today are wary of Jack because he answers only to the public interest, and not to the special interests.  He has my full endorsement and support for Governor of Pennsylvania."

"Jack's interest in people is as valuable to Pennsylvania as his outstanding record of accomplishment. He has this record because of his commitment to doing the right thing for people all across the Commonwealth.  He sees us not just as voters, but as people," said Dianne Gregg, Centre County Democratic Committee Chair.  "Too often, politics and government in Pennsylvania are focused on Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, but Jack has come to Centre County many times.  We feel that he knows us and that he cares about our concerns.  When Jack is Governor, we know that the middle of the state will matter too.  For us, Jack is a breath of fresh air."
"Women for Wagner" includes:

· County Commissioner Judith Church (McKean County)

· State Representative Chelsa Wagner (Allegheny County)

· Former State Representative Lisa Bennington (Allegheny County)

· County Treasurer & State Committeewoman Donna Schmitt (Somerset County)

· County Treasurer & State Committeewoman Peggy Schnieder (Elk County)

· County Treasurer & State Committeewoman Barbara Kline (Cambria County)

· Easton City Councilwoman Sandi Vulcano (Past-President) (Northampton County)

· PA Federation of Democratic Women President Susan Rutt (Lehigh County)

· PA Democratic Party Treasurer Ann Bursis (Wayne County)

· PA Democratic Party South Central Caucus Chair Peggy Grove (Dauphin County)

· County Chair Dianne Gregg (Centre County)

· County Chair Diane Bowman (Dauphin County)

· County Chair Helen Whiteford (Cambria County)

· County Chair Jessie Bloom (Lycoming County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Kathy Huggins (Philadelphia County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Jean Theis (Erie County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Florence Matta (Allegheny County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Susan Wolpin (Bucks County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Cindy Blissman (Westmoreland County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Janet Spleen (Lancaster County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Mary Ann Weaver (Lawrence County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Ruth Luse (Centre County)

· Democratic State Committeewoman Sandy Wolfe (Cumberland County)

· PA College Democrats Membership Director Brittany Concilus (Clarion County)

· Maxine McIntyre (Philadelphia County)

· Linda Piso (Allegheny County)

· Carmela Anzinger (Mercer County)

· Marianne Jackson (Allegheny County)

· Estrella Brooks (Allegheny County)


"I am honored to have the support of these talented women," said Wagner.  "If I am fortunate to be elected Governor, women will have critical management and leadership roles in my administration."    


Women and men alike are finding the current job environment very difficult in every part of the state.  For example, the Pittsburgh metropolitan statistical area's annual unemployment rate of 8.1 percent for 2009 is the highest since 1986.

Wagner stressed that several issues in his gubernatorial platform will emphasize opportunities for women.  Noting that single white women in the prime of their working years only have 61 percent of the median wealth of their male counterparts, Wagner said, "It is important that we provide more economic opportunities that will reduce debt and increase wealth creation.  Contract reform and a HOPE scholarship program are two good places to start."  
"Pennsylvania state government needs massive structural reform, particularly in the contracting process that currently leaves out many qualified women-owned companies," said Wagner.  "There are not enough companies involved in the bidding process that can bring innovation and jobs while reducing the costs of contracts in state government.  As Governor, I will bring competition to this process and ensure women-owned businesses can bring their talents to the table."  There are more than 227,000 women-owned businesses in Pennsylvania, as well as nearly 78,000 that are equally owned by men and women.
"Jack Wagner has served our country in the greatest way possible, by fighting for it.  He's served on city council, in the State Senate as a reformer, and now as an enormously effective watchdog of the public's money as our Auditor General," said Maxine McIntyre from Philadelphia County.  "Many households have their finances managed by husbands and wives who know where every dollar is spent, and where the best value is for their hard-earned paychecks.  Jack cares for our tax dollars just the way we do in our own homes, and he's not afraid to say what he thinks and take on the deal makers who feed off taxpayers' money."

Another program geared toward equal opportunity for women is Wagner's HOPE Scholarship program.  Based on fall 2008 enrollments, women comprise nearly 57 percent of the more than 700,000 students at Pennsylvania colleges and universities.  "Continually rising higher education costs impede an individual's access to pursuing higher education," Wagner said.  "As Governor, I will create a HOPE scholarship program to bring relief to Pennsylvania women, students, and families."


"HOPE” stands for "Helping Our Pupils to Excel."  This program would pay higher education costs for Pennsylvania students who graduate from high school with a 3.0 GPA, choose to attend a Pennsylvania school, and maintain a 3.0 GPA at that school.  If the student chooses to attend a state-owned university, the program would pay his or her entire tuition.  If the student chooses to attend a state-related school, community college, or private institution, the program would pay a portion of his or her tuition based on the average cost at the state-owned universities.  


"Women of every age, background, and region of Pennsylvania know that Jack Wagner has the experience, track record, and independence to take on the big challenges facing Pennsylvania in the next four years," said Brittany Concilus, PA College Democrats Membership Director and Clarion University student.  "Jack has never backed down from protecting the working families of Pennsylvania, and he’s been at the forefront of leading state government reform by introducing bills to downsize the legislature, and by detailing a scholarship program to help younger Pennsylvanians afford higher education in this competitive world economy.  So I back Jack, too!"
